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Haunani-Kay Trask

The Wounds of Our Nation

The wounds of our nation

are the children

   with burned eyes

        and scarred bodies,

        floating out at sea,

     face down in salt.

   The children of poisoned fields,

         black skies, drowned islands.

       The children without history

    or memory.

         At the far shore

         the children watching from the beach

        as the first ships came in.


